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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Friday, November 3, 2011 

Polisario Insiders Reportedly Helped al-Qaeda Kidnap Western Aid 

Workers from Refugee Camps 

mm Cof r,»n ^presses "deep concern," calls for their "immediate release", 

near Tindouf, Algeria last week. According to repo ^J»~™t^ Spanish and one Italian 

7<^^Trm^Zt the armed assailants were "wearing the Polisano un.form. 
Western Sahara-pose a significant and growing threat to US interests. 

!^m°l m conduct a census in the Polisario refugee camps, but has been refused by Algena. 

** For more background and comments from experts, dick here .** 
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Workers from Refugee Camps 

mm C ^ fi »n ^presses "deep concern," calls for their "immediate release" 

r^Tindouf, Algeria last week. According to repo ^' .^^^^ Spanish and one" Italian 

TuXr confirmed^hat the armed assailants were "wearing the Polisano un.form. 
Western Sahara-pose a significant and growing threat to US interests. 

** For more background and comments from experts, dick here .** 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Experts Cite Progress in Morocco & Tunisia Reforms, Warn of Peril to 
Region from al-Qaeda aided by Qaddafi arms, Polisario, other militants 

Washington, DC (Nov.10, 2011) - Foreign P e ^ 

encouraging signs in changes sweeping North Africa and the ™ Y jc M hreb 

in Morocco and Tunisia. But they also warned of ^^f^^J^^t nmuns in the region, 

from a Polisario refugee camp in Algeria. 

"The Arab Spring has created opportunities to achieve changes that wHI ^^**^SS£££ 
and give the region the much needed chance at economic dew opmen . and politi cal rem , 

Gabriel said ,a<* of coordination "encourages ta^cs by fcrrod* ^^^^^SabdCont 
spots" in each nation's counterterronsm networks Nowhere is this i more ™™"»™ n J£ „ G Me| noted that 

ico^Mohfm 

between Morocco and Algeria, to improve security and stability ,n the region. 

Padei Lamen, President ^K^^g^^X^ 
Sa^re?^^ came through Algeria" to support QaddaP,. 

Lamen said "Qaddafi's departure creates an opportune* Jor ^ange, as ^^^Z^V^ 

— — » stab " itv ,n the re9ion/ ' 

he said, but noted "there is reluctance for engagement in the US. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Experts Cite Progress in Morocco & Tunisia Reforms, Warn of Peril to 
Region from al-Qaeda aided by Qaddafi arms, Polisario, other militants 

from a Polisario refugee camp in Algeria. 

JSM I tJS :have not experienced revolution may be in line for more peaceful reform and change. 
Moroccans go to the polls Nov. 25 to elect a Parliament under the ,n« ^'Z^^Xe^ 

sa a 5-*.- 1 . 

between Morocco and Algeria, to improve security and stability in the region. 

tSeU whHe AQIM, Boko Haram, the Polisario, and other militant groups are flexing their muscles. 

to Niger, Mali, and especially Algeria. "Algeria is once again a security story-that s just a cold hard reality. 
PadelLamen, Preside. Amencan ^ 

^Ti^ ^^C^ -rce V nar,es came through Algeria" to support Qaddafl. 

he said, but noted "there is reluctance for engagement in the US. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Friday, November 18, 2011 

Morocco Prepares for Historic Vote, First Parliamentary Elections in the 

Region Since Arab Spring Began 

For FAQs, check out MoroccoQn TheMove.com 
Washinoton DC (November 18, 2011) - On November 25, Moroccans will go to the polls to cast their 
Sy election^ following the adoption of broad Con^it f^^^ 
Thi* will hP the first Parliamentary election in the region since the Arab Spring began. Nearly 4,uuu 
Mn' LTln 5 I^SrSS observers , including the National Democratic Institute and Morocco s 
nXS Human Rights Council, are curren tly working with Moroccan civ socje y leade rs o i n and 
assist in carrying out the elections as well as ensure against irregulant.es on election day. To date, more 
than 13.6 million Moroccans have registered to vote. 

more, check out faq= Morocco '* 2011 Parliamentary Elections. 

Would you like to speak with an expert or find out more about the upcoming elections in 
Morocco? Visit us at www.moro ccoonthemove.com 

For updates, results, commentaries, and the latest news about Morocco's elections, follow us 
K on Twitter - @MorocOnTheMove 

### 

*~ D »i;«, f m Afp\ ic a non-Drofit oraanization whose principal mission is to 

North AWca the Mediterranean, and the Middle East. For more, please visit wjMomc coonthemove.com 
This material is distributed by the Moroccan American Center for Policy on behalf of the Government of 
Morocco Additional information is available at the Department of Just,ce In Washington, DC. 
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: Friday, November 18, 2011 

Morocco Prepares for Historic Vote, First Parliamentary Elections in the 

Region Since Arab Spring Began 

For FAQs, check out MoroccoQp TheMove.com 
w^hinaton DC (November 18, 2011) - On November 25, Moroccans will go to the polls to cast their 
v^eTKric^Kentery elections following the adoption of broad Constitutional reforms „ n July_ 
Ths will be the first Parliamentary election in the region since the Arab Spring began. Neariy 4,000 . 
MnLrl i I^SSSmal observers , including the National Democratic Institute and Morocco s 
NaTona. Human Rights Counci., are curren tly working I^.^Si^^^^?^^ 
assist in carrying out the elections as well as ensure against irregularities on election day. To date, more 
than 13.6 million Moroccans have registered to vote. 

So what are Morocco's Constitutional reforms and how will they strengthen the country's 
democracy MHoJ Us Morocco's reform process unique in the region? What wiH the elections mean for 
wnZn and vouth in Morocco? What is the likely political leaning of the new Parliament? And will His 
KSy ^^SmS^^ transfer significant powers to elected leaders? For these answers and 
more, check out FAQ: Moroc c o's 2011 Parliamentary Elections. . 

Would you like to speak with an expert or find out more about the upcoming elections in 
Morocco? Visit us at www.mor occoonthemove.com 



For updates, results, commentaries, and the latest news about Morocco's elections, follow us 

on Twitter - @MorocOnTheMove 
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FAQ: 



Morocco's 2011 Parliamentary Elections 




Morocco has held free and fair elections monitored by US and 
international observers in the past. How is this election 
different? 

The upcoming elections are the first following broad constitutional 
reforms passed by a national referendum in Morocco in July. As in the 
past, nearly 4,000 Moroccan, US, and international observers, including 
the National Democratic Institute and Morocco's National Human 
Rights Council, are working with Moroccan civil society leaders to train 
and assist In carrying out the elections as well as ensuring against 
irregularities on election day. 

What are the Constitutional reforms and how will they strengthen Morocco's democracy? 

Some of the key reforms: 

Establish that the Head of Government will be appointed from the party that wins the most seats in the Parliament in 

ExPaTd t^e pow'softhe Head of Government and the Parliament, giving them broad legislative powers. 

1 ^mpow* Morgans with more control and leadership at the local government level-making local and regional 

officials directly accountable to voters. 
Establish independent agencies to guarantee civil and human rights protections. 
Establish an independent judiciary with a newly mandated Constitutional Court. 



Were the Constitutional reforms 



KEY DATES 

March 9, 2011 - King Mohammed VI 
announces the creation of an advisory 
commission tasked with consulting with 
government and civil society leaders, 
political parties, trade unions, and youth 
groups to make proposed reforms for 
Morocco's Constitution. 

June 17, 2011 - The King announces the 
drafting of a new Constitution with 
unprecedented and far-reaching 
reforms. 

July 1, 2011 - The proposed reforms are 
approved in a national referendum. 

July 30, 2011 - The King calls for prompt 
parliamentary elections. 

November 25, 2011 - Moroccans vote in 
national parliamentary elections. 



the King's response to the unrest of the Arab Spring? 

Reform has been under way in Morocco for decades and these efforts have 
improved women's rights, civil and human rights, press freedom, the business 
environment, social development, and education. The most recent reforms were 
in the making well before the Arab Spring began. Moroccan leaders acknowledge 
that the peaceful demonstrations provided a robust space for its citizens to 
express their views on reforms under way in Morocco, thus quickening the pace 
of their implementation. 

How is Morocco's reform process unique in the region? 

Other countries in the region have suffered uprisings, violent repression, and the 
overthrow of governments. In Morocco, reforms have been proposed, debated, 
passed, and have begun to be implemented without regime change, and through 
largely peaceful demonstrations. These reforms are part of an ongoing process 
that has made Morocco a model of reform and stability for decades. 



Is the King really giving up significant powers? 

Like other Constitutional monarchs, the King will now be obliged under the new 
Constitution to appoint the Head of Government from the party with the highest 
number seats in Parliament. He will also make appointments in consultation with 
or on the recommendation of the Head of Government. The current reforms 
reflect the King's vision for Moroccan subjects to become empowered 
Moroccan citizens. 



r t , w D^iirv /m Arpl MACP is a registered agent of the Government of Morocco. 
This information has been produced by the Moroccan American Center for Pohcy (MACP). MACP ■ 
Additional information is available at the Justice Department in Washington, D.C. 



FAQ: 



Morocco's 2011 Parliamentary Elections 



What will the elections mean for women in Morocco? 

When the King of Morocco came to power a little over a decade ago he publicly acknowledged the lack of rights for 
women in his nation, declaring, "How can society achieve progress while women, who represent half the nation, see the, 
rights violated and suffer as a result of injustice, violence, and margmalization[...]? 

Since he came into power, there have been major achievements for women's rights. Seven Ministries are headed by 
women and 12% of Morocco's Parliament are women. Reforms to the electoral law require that a minimum of 60 of the 
39 ^ at ^15%) in Parliament go to women. The new Constitution enshrines women's equality as a national pnnople and 
p^We»afeguards and initiatives aimed at guaranteeing their equa. status and opportunity in all aspects of society. 

What role will youth have in the elections? 

Youth in Morocco are a key to its successful future and their vocal activism and grassroots awareness campaigns have 
pTayed ant™ ta role in the vibrant national dialogue on democratic reform and social de velopment Re ^rms to the 
I tor 1 law require that 30 seats in the new parliament be set aside specifically for can .dates under the age f 3 to 
ensuVe young people's participation in the new government. Moroccan leaders have widely acknowledged that attention 
" ^ demand^ ; of the youth-and their participation as registered voters and potential candidates-are key elements of the 
new reforms and the consultative process that produced them. 

What is the likely political leaning of the new Parliament? 

It is unknown which party or coalition of parties will win the highest number of seats in the election. It is certain is that 
M^oSrwilThave^ opportunity to freely exercise their Constitutional right to elect leaders whom they believe w, I 
Sead the country to implement social, political, and economic reforms. At this moment, live * pub ,c campaigns are 
underway by a diverse group of political parties promising reforms, jobs, and social and civil protections. 

What do the elections and democratic reforms mean in the context of the Western Sahara dispute? 

Unlike Sahrawis, people from the Western Sahara, held in refugee camps controlled by the Polisario in Algeria, the 
Sa al who live in the Moroccan-administered Western Sahara enjoy the full rights and responsibilities guaranteed by 
he new Constitution-induding full and equal participation in the upcoming elections to choose ^sentatives n 
Morocco's national Parliament. In the past, voter participation by Sahrawis in the "^^^ 
Sahara has been higher than in any other region and several of the most active and prominent members of Parliament 

are Sahrawis. 

Isn't there a call to boycott the elections? 

As in anv free society there are a small number of people in Morocco exercising their right to call for a boycott. While it 
iS lr these small groups to attempt disrupt the reform process-instead of actively P art,c,pa mg £ 
it-their call does represent the broad expansion of the right to free expression that has occurred ,n Morocco over the 
last decades. 

How can the US/International Community support Morocco's democratic reform efforts? 

Morocco recently elected as a Non-Permanent Member to the UN Security Council for 2012-2013 continues to play a 
ptv^S™«onally in finding peaceful, durable solutions to conflicts in the Middle East and North Africa. Its track 
Zo rd o? e foZ and its ongoing efforts to strengthen its democracy-such as the upcoming elections-prov.de an 
example for 2 region which should be enthusiastica.ly and publical.y supported by the United States and the 
international community. 



For more information, visit http://www.moroccoonthemove.com/ - Follow on Twitter @Mor cOnTheMove 
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Additional information is available at the Justice Department in Washington, D.C. 



FAQ: 



Morocco's 2011 Parliamentary Elections 




Morocco has held free and fair elections monitored by US and 
international observers in the past. How is this election 
different? 

The upcoming elections are the first following broad constitutional 
reforms passed by a national referendum in Morocco in July. As in the 
past, nearly 4,000 Moroccan, US, and international observers, including 
the National Democratic Institute and Morocco's National Human 
Rights Council, are working with Moroccan civil society leaders to train 
and assist in carrying out the elections as well as ensuring against 
irregularities on election day. 

What are the Constitutional reforms and how will they strengthen Morocco's democracy? 

Some of the key reforms: 

Establish that the Head of Government will be appointed from the party that wins the most seats in the Parliament in 
the upcoming elections. 

Expand the powers of the Head of Government and the Parliament, giving them broad legislative powers. 

Empower Moroccans with more control and leadership at the local government level-making local and regional 

officials directly accountable to voters. 
Establish independent agencies to guarantee civil and human rights protections. 
Establish an independent judiciary with a newly mandated Constitutional Court. 

Were the Constitutional reforms the King's response to the unrest of the Arab Spring? 



KEY DATES 

March 9, 2011 - King Mohammed VI 
announces the creation of an advisory 
commission tasked with consulting with 
government and civil society leaders, 
political parties, trade unions, and youth 
groups to make proposed reforms for 
Morocco's Constitution. 

June 17, 2011 - The King announces the 
drafting of a new Constitution with 
unprecedented and far-reaching 
reforms. 

July 1, 2011 - The proposed reforms are 
approved in a national referendum. 

July 30, 2011 - The King calls for prompt 
parliamentary elections. 

November 25, 2011 - Moroccans vote in 
national parliamentary elections. 



Reform has been under way in Morocco for decades and these efforts have 
improved women's rights, civil and human rights, press freedom, the business 
environment, social development, and education. The most recent reforms were 
in the making well before the Arab Spring began. Moroccan leaders acknowledge 
that the peaceful demonstrations provided a robust space for its citizens to 
express their views on reforms under way in Morocco, thus quickening the pace 
of their implementation. 

How is Morocco's reform process unique in the region? 

Other countries in the region have suffered uprisings, violent repression, and the 
overthrow of governments. In Morocco, reforms have been proposed, debated, 
passed, and have begun to be implemented without regime change, and through 
largely peaceful demonstrations. These reforms are part of an ongoing process 
that has made Morocco a model of reform and stability for decades. 

Is the King really giving up significant powers? 

Like other Constitutional monarchs, the King will now be obliged under the new 
Constitution to appoint the Head of Government from the party with the highest 
number seats in Parliament. He will also make appointments in consultation with 
or on the recommendation of the Head of Government. The current reforms 
reflect the King's vision for Moroccan subjects to become empowered 
Moroccan citizens. 
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Additional information is available at the Justice Department in Washington, D.C. 



FAQ: 



Morocco's 2011 Parliamentary Elections 



What will the elections mean for women in Morocco? 

When the King of Morocco came to power a little over a decade ago he publicly acknowledged the lack of rights for 
women in his nation, declaring, "How can society achieve progress while women, who represent half the nation, see the.r 
rights violated and suffer as a result of injustice, violence, and marginalizat.onf...]?" 

Since he came into power, there have been major achievements for women's rights. Seven Ministries are headed by 
women, and 12% of Morocco's Parliament are women. Reforms to the electoral law require that a m.nimum of 60 of the 
395 sea s (15%) in Parliament go to women. The new Constitution enshrines women's equahty as a national pr.nc.ple and 
provides safeguards and initiatives aimed at guaranteeing their equal status and opportunity in all aspects of soc.ety. 

What role will youth have in the elections? 

Youth in Morocco are a key to its successful future and their vocal activism and grassroots awareness campaigns have 
played an important role in the vibrant national dialogue on democratic reform and social development Reforms to the 
tor a, laws require that 30 seats in the new parliament be set aside specifically for candidates under the age of 35 
ensure young people's participation in the new government. Moroccan leaders have w.de y acknowledged that attention 
to demands of the youth-and their participation as registered voters and potential candidates-are key elements of the 
new reforms and the consultative process that produced them. 

What is the likely political leaning of the new Parliament? 

It is unknown which party or coalition of parties will win the highest number of seats in the election. It is certain is that 
Moro cans wi'have he opportunity to freely exercise their Constitutional right to elect leaders whom they believe w. I 
Test lead the country to implement social, political, and economic reforms. At this moment, lively, publ.c campa.gns are 
underway by a diverse group of political parties promising reforms, jobs, and social and civil protections. 

What do the elections and democratic reforms mean in the context of the Western Sahara dispute? 

Unlike Sahrawis, people from the Western Sahara, held in refugee camps controlled by the Polisario in Algeria, the 
Sahrawis who live in the Moroccan-administered Western Sahara enjoy the full rights and respons.bilit.es guaranteed by 
the new Constitution-including full and equal participation in the upcoming elections to choose representatives in 
Morocco's national Parliament. In the past, voter participation by Sahrawis in the Moroccan-adm.n.stered Western 
Sahara has been higher than in any other region and several of the most active and prominent members of Parl.ament 
are Sahrawis. 

Isn't there a call to boycott the elections? 

As in any free society, there are a small number of people in Morocco exercising their right to call for a boycott. While it 
is counter-productive for these small groups to attempt disrupt the reform process-instead of actively part.apat.ng in 
.tThet call does represent the broad expansion of the right to free expression that has occurred in Morocco over the 
last decades. 

How can the US/International Community support Morocco's democratic reform efforts? 

Morocco recently elected as a Non-Permanent Member to the UN Security Council for 2012-2013 continues to play a 
ptotroirternationally in finding peaceful, durable solutions to conflicts in the Middle East and North Afnca. Its track 
record of reforms and its ongoing efforts to strengthen its democracy-such as the upcom.ng elect.ons-prov.de an 
example for the region which should be enthusiastically and publically supported by the Un.ted States and the 
international community. 



For more information, visit http://www.moroccoonthemove.com/ - Follow on Twitter ©MorocOnTheMove 
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